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illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: .an ephemeral vegetation after heavy rains. Across the Indian Ocean the upper
pasture zone is imperfectly represented in the scattered grass lands and bush of Western Australia. Sandy
plains characterize a great part of the coastland of this region, and it is only in the valleys of the narrow slope
from the coast to the plateau, or on the heights nearest the sea, that any continuous extent of grassy land
appears. Further inland, between the partly dried up salt lakes, occasional thickets of grass or salt-bush show
themselves, but only at intervals, between sandy plains or arid hill ridges. The chief pastoral and agricultural
region in the colony of South Australia, lies eastward of the Gulf of St Vincent, in the Adelaide plains and hills;
and on both sides of the chain of mountains which runs northward from this--the Flinders Range--to as far as
the region of the great lakes. Here the European grains and fruits, especially the vine, are cultivated with
success. Scattered and isolated pastoral districts lie also beyond this main one, along the coast and north of
Spencer Gulf. Next to it are the open grassy plains of the Murray River in Victoria, and the richly fertile and
cultivated plains and lower lands between the central range of mountains in this colony and the southern
coasts. Then follow the vast pastoral regions of the inner watershed of New South Wales, named the Riverina
district, where the runs support vast herds of cattle...
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