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Statement of Charles Scott Howard, Miner My name is Charles Scott Howard and as | have said before | am a
South Eastern Kentucky Coal Miner. | am not a hillbilly, | am a mountain man forged from an ancestry of
hardworking men and women who wake up or did wake up day after day to survive. | was raised to believe not
only in God and his Word, but that there is a standard for a man; to work, to take care of family, respect others
and to stand up for your rights. | never dreamed of being a coal miner when | was growing up but my family
ended up back in Eastern Kentucky when | was in the 7th grade and the best chance of a decent wage was to be
a coal miner, but I didnt want to mine coal for | had watched my grandfather suffer from his days in the mines,
he lived a bad life because of what the mines did to him and after they pulled him out of the mines it took him
about 30 years to die and his quality of life for these years was not much. In the winter of 1979 | started my
career in the coal industry and still mine coal today. | started working on what they called a Wilcox Section. It
consisted of a small miner that was propelled into the coal by two...
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