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holy scriptures upon which we now enter, is called by the Jews Chethubim, writings; or in Greek, Hagiographa,
or holy writings. The book of Job, the Psalms, and the writings of Solomon, are properly classed in this division;
but the Jews include several other books, without reason or propriety. In these parts of the sacred oracles there
is greater depth and apparent difficulty, than in those which precede: but the instruction is in general more
immediately prepared for use; and the real benefit of perusing the scriptural history, much depends upon the
degree of our previous acquaintance with the books before us. In like manner, we shall read the records of our
Saviour s miracles and discourses to edification, in proportion as we have understood the epistolary part of the
New Testament; which, though more difficult in many respects, conveys instruction in more direct and explicit
terms. - We begin with the book of Job, which some learned men have employed much pains, ingeniously, but
very unwarrantably, to interpret as an allegory. The prophet Ezekiel mentions Job, Noah, and Daniel, as three
persons of eminent piety: (Ez. xiv.14. 20: Jand the apostle James illustrates the advantages of patience by the
example of Job, as he had before done his doctrine of faith and works by the examples of Abraham and Rahab.
(Jam. ii.21-25. v.11.) No reasonable doubt therefore can remain, that the narrative of this book is historical
truth; though we may safely allow that, as the discourses of Job and his...
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