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appropriateAll editions are beautifully designed and are printed to superior specifications; some include
illustrations of historical interest. Barnes Noble Classics pulls together a constellation of influences--
biographical, historical, and literary--to enrich each reader s understanding of these enduring works. The first
great American man of letters, Washington Irving became an international celebrity almost overnight upon
publication of The Sketch Book in 1820, which included the short stories The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip
Van Winkle. These two tales remain his crowning achievement, but in addition to being a writer of short stories,
Irving was also an acclaimed essayist, travel writer, biographer, and historian. This volume showcases Irving s
best work across a variety of genres, including whimsical newspaper articles about New York society, the
theater, and contemporary fashions; charming travel pieces that evocatively weave together history and
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excerpts from A History of New York, considered the first...
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